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The Season of Pentecost

In the Scriptures, Pentecost occurs fifty days 
after Passover. Pentecost was given to the 
Jewish people by God to celebrate His 
provision through the grain harvests. In Acts 
2, Pentecost is recognized not only as a 
harvest of grain, but as a harvest of humanity
into the Kingdom of God as well.

Jesus promised His first disciples that after 
He departed from them, He would send the 
promise of the Father to them; the Spirit of 
God. The same Spirit that had empowered 
the life of Jesus came to empower His 
disciples and all who would believe in Him 
through their testimony. The work of the Spirit
of God would be to teach them and to bring 
to their remembrance all that Jesus had told 
them.

For the child of God, the Spirit would 
empower, guide, and teach. Jesus tells us in 
John 16 that the Spirit’s work in the world, 
would be and is, “to convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment. Of sin, He 

says, because they do not believe in Me.” 
Disobedience is sin and evidences unbelief.

Concerning righteousness, Jesus says, 
“because I go to the Father.” When He 
walked the earth, Jesus bore witness to 
God’s righteousness. His ascension to the 
Father’s right hand is evidence that God’s 
righteousness has been evidenced by Jesus’ 
resurrection and ascension. God received 
Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf and 
acknowledged His acceptance of it by raising
Him from the dead. This bears witness to our 
justification before God.

Concerning judgment Jesus says, “because 
the ruler of this world has been judged.” The 
presence of God’s Spirit in the life of the 
believer witnesses that evil’s doom is sealed. 
God has judged sin through Christ Jesus. 
Evil’s fate is sealed. Ultimately, sin’s 
presence will also be eradicated.

Isn’t it amazingly wonderful that Jesus’ 
promise in John 14:23, that He and the 
Father would come to us and make their 
abode with us has been realized through the 
gift of God’s Spirit? The prerequisite for this 
happening is our love for and our obedience 
to, Jesus. Whenever the Father or the Son 
command us, we are empowered by God’s 
grace to obey. Jesus’ new commandment in 
John 13:34, to love others as He has loved 
us is made possible by the grace of God and 
the love of Christ.

Is our love for God and His Son paramount in
our lives? Are we evidencing our love for 
them through our obedience to them? God’s 
Spirit is the seal that we belong to God and is
given to us so that we may be led into all 
truth, comforted, and empowered. Are we 
availing ourselves of all that God has for us in
our relationship with Him and with His Son 
Jesus?

We are called to be sons and daughters of 
God, walking in God’s gift of eternal life 
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through our relationship with the One True 
God and with Jesus the Christ, the One who 
has come in the name and authority of His 
Father in heaven. We are called to be 
ambassadors for the Kingdom of God. We 
are called to be witnesses of God’s objective 
truth. We are called to be communicators of 
the love, mercy, and grace of God. Our 
words and our lives are to bear testimony to 
the reality of the love of God for all people. 
The high calling of God in Christ Jesus 
embraced, causes us to walk in genuine 
humility; humility being the understanding 
that God is in control. When we know who is 
in control, we can walk in the freedom of 
God’s love.

May the Lord grant to us His wisdom so that 
we may view all things through His eyes as 
we seek daily to walk pleasing to Him, being 
filled with His Spirit of love, grace, mercy, and
truth!

Pastor Michael Medlock

Our Living Hope

1Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 
His great mercy has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,”

The New Testament consistently uses the 
verb elpizo and the noun elpis for hope. It is 
defined as: to wait for salvation with joy and 
full confidence, to wait with expectancy, or 
trust. We see that it is not just “wishful 
thinking”, but assurance. Paul writes about 
setting our hope on God “our hope is in the 
living God, who is the Savior of all 
people...”(1Tim 4:10). We can be assured 
that God will keep all His promises. We are to
place our hope and trust fully in God.

We see in1Peter 1:3 that through God’s 
mercy by the resurrection of Jesus, that we 
who believe, “have been born again to a 
living hope”. We can be assured that Jesus 
will come again and we will experience the 
fullness of our salvation. As 1Peter 1:4-5 
states, “to obtain an inheritance which 
is imperishable and undefiled and will not 
fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  who 
are
protected by the power of God through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time.” 

In Romans 8:18-25 Paul speaks of waiting 
with eager expectation for the revelation of 
the children of God (v.19),and “with eager 
hope”. In verse 21 even creation “looks 
forward to the day when it will join God’s 
children in glorious freedom from death and 
decay”.  Paul continues to say that we 
believers also long and eagerly hope “for the 
day when God will give us our full rights as 
his adopted children, including the new 
bodies he has promised us” We see in 
verses 24-25, that we received “this hope 
when we were saved” and we are to wait 
“patiently and confidently” for its fulfillment.

Our hope is not for our present existence, but
for our eternity promised. When believers die,
we grieve but not without hope. For we are 
confident in the Lord's return. We are to be 
patiently waiting for "the blessed hope”. Paul 
tells us in 1Timothy 1:1, that Jesus is our 
hope. Our only sure hope is Jesus. When He 
returns, believers who have died and those 
still living will both be given imperishable 

bodies like that of our risen Lord. 
(1Corinthians 15:20-2651-52,) Jesus will 
come again!
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We are assured of this hope of resurrection 
in 1Thessalonians 4:14-18 which states, “For
since we believe that Jesus died and was 
raised to life again, we also believe that 
when Jesus returns, God will bring back with 
Him the believers who have died. 

We tell you this directly from the Lord: We 
who are still living when the Lord returns will 
not meet Him ahead of those who have died.
For the Lord Himself will come down from 
heaven with a commanding shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet 
call of God. First, the believers who have 
died will rise from their graves. Then, 
together with them, we who are still alive and
remain on the earth will be caught up in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we 
will be with the Lord forever. So, encourage 
each other with these words”.

In Hebrews 6 in the last part of verse 18 thru 
verse 19 it says, “Therefore, we who have 
fled to Him for refuge can have great 
confidence as we hold to the hope that lies 
before us. This hope is a strong and 
trustworthy anchor for our souls.” This hope 
comes as a gift from God by His grace as 

2Thessalonians 2:16 tells us, “ … God our 
Father, who loved us and by His grace gave 
us eternal comfort and a wonderful hope”.

This living hope leads us to joy, boldness, 
faith, love, comfort, assurance of Jesus’ 
return and of the resurrection. Our hope can 
rest in the assurance of Gods’ love for us and
fully trust in His promises.

 Always remember to wait patiently, fully 
trusting in God who has given us this living 
hope, knowing that nothing can separate you 
from the love of God. For it is written, “… 
nothing can ever separate us from God’s 
love. Neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither our fears for today nor 
our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s 
love. No power in the sky above or in the 
earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation 
will ever be able to separate us from the love
of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”(Romans 8:38-39).

Blessings,

Charity
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