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Living In The Light   

I pray that you have a joyful and blessed new year 
and that the love and joy of God will continue to fill 
your heart.  As we begin this new year let’s consider 
how this can be an increasing reality in our lives. 
Let’s take a closer look at 1 John 1:1-10. 
 
John writes in verses 1-3 that eternality originates 
with God. God is the only eternal One. Jesus is the 
only one other than God who presently is in full 
possession of immortality.  1 Timothy 6:16 reminds 
us that God alone possesses immortality. God has 
always existed and will always exist. The reality  
and possibility of eternal life and immortality was 
manifested when Christ Jesus was born. The 
thoughts, plans, and purposes of God were made 
flesh when God’s word was made flesh in the 
person of Christ Jesus. 
  
John tells us that he and the other disciples 
experienced the reality of this in their relationship 
with the Son of God. The possibility of eternal life,  
or life in the age to come, is God’s provision for us 
through the last Adam, Jesus. He tells us in verse 3 
that he wants us to experience the fellowship that  
he and the other disciples have experienced through 
fellowship with the Father and with the Son. This is 
realized by the presence of God’s Spirit with us and 
in us. This fellowship will produce in us fullness of 
joy. 
 
John writes in verse 5, that the message we have 
heard from Him and announce to you is this: God is 
Light and in Him there is no darkness. Not only does 
God possess light, He is Light. He is the originator 

of light. He is light’s source. There is no darkness in 
God. There is nothing dualistic about His nature. 
 
God’s light manifests itself in truth, love, and 
holiness. These are three aspects of God’s 
character and nature. John addresses truth in verse 
6. Practicing the truth will help keep us in the light. 
Truth, beloved, is defined by God, not by humanity. 
If we walk in deception, we are not walking in the 
truth or the light. We are walking in darkness. 
  
Verse 7 tells us that as we live in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with each other and the 
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
There was not a down payment made on our sin 
debt. Our sin debt was paid in full.  
 
Verse 9 reminds us that our grace empowered 
responsibility is to embrace God’s provision for us 
through Christ. We must own our sin and turn from 
it, if we would walk in the light. Repentance is 
agreeing with God. As we do this, God forgives and 
cleanses us. There is no other fountain than God’s 
through Christ. He is our salvation! 
 
So, as stated above, God’s light manifests itself in 
truth, love, and holiness. Not only is God Light, 1 
John 4:8 tells us that God is also Love. We find in 
Hebrews 12:29 that God is also a Consuming Fire. 
His holiness manifests itself in our lives by purging 
in us, that which is dis-honoring to Him. 
   
Pastor Michael Medlock    

 
“This is the message we have heard form Him and 
announce to you, that ‘God is Light, and in Him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have 
fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we 
lie and do not practice the truth, but if we walk in the 
Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1 John 1:5-7 
 
 
May we resolve to seek first God’s will in every 
decision we make this year, and may we avail 
ourselves of the impowering grace of God to do 
those things that are pleasing in His sight. 
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Setting Goals Vs Making Resolutions 

 “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And 

what does the Lord require of you? To act justly  

and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 

God.” Micah 6:8 

As a new year begins, many of us make yearly  

new year’s resolutions. We decide what we want  

to do better this year to fix our lives. The definition  

of resolution is: 1.) a firm decision to do or not to  

do something. 2.) the action of solving a problem, 

dispute, or contentious matter. When we make a 

resolution, we are deciding to try very hard to do 

something. We rely on our own strength and will 

power. So many times, our strength and will power 

fails and then we become discouraged.  

 

Have you ever wondered why we don’t set goals 

instead of making resolutions? Short-term goals  

and long-term goals would seem more practical  

and attainable. Goal setting is the process of 

identifying something that you want to accomplish 

and establishing measurable goals and timeframes. 

We know that in our own strength we can do 

nothing, but as we trust and rely on God, “all things 

are possible”. As we set goals we need to ask for 

God’s will. We need to seek God for the goals He 

wants us to set this year. God knows us better than 

we know ourselves. As we look at God’s Word, we 

can find what our goals should and can be. 

 

Micah 6:8 tells us that God requires us to “act 

justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly” with 

Him. From this Scripture we see three goals we  

can have. First, we should treat others the way we 

want to be treated, “act justly. Secondly,  we are to 

continue to be thankful for God’s mercy and extend 

that mercy to others, “love mercy. Thirdly, we need 

to be humble and give all glory and honor to God  

for anything we do or say.  It is God who gives us 

strength, wisdom and each breath we take; “walk 

humbly with your God”.  

 

In 2 Peter 3, Peter encourages us to set some 

personal goals. First, “to live holy and godly lives”; 

reflect Jesus in every part of our lives. Secondly, 

“look forward to the day of God and speed its 

coming”; be watchful and ready for Christ’s return 

“Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 

salvation”,  so share the Good News with others  

so many may come to know God’s love through  

the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus. Thirdly, “be on  

your guard so that you may not be carried away  

by the error of the lawless”, we need to be grounded 

in God’s Word so that we won’t be deceived by 

cunning words. Finally, “grow in grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ”  

as we come to know Jesus more intimately, we will 

be able to know His Father more intimately. Then 

we are better equipped to reflect God’s character  

to all whom the LORD sends across our path. 

 

These are just a few goals that we can see from 

God’s Word. As we look forward to this new year, 

 let us seek God for His guidance and direction for 

the goals He desires us to set and accomplish this 

year. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, 

who gives generously to all without reproach, and 

 it will be given him” (James 1:5).  

 We know if we are following God’s will, His 

directions, and relying on His strength then we “can 

do all things through Christ who strengthens” us. 

May our LORD bless us with His joy, peace, 

strength, wisdom, and love. May we share these 

blessings with all whom He sends our way. 

Blessings, 

Charity 

 
Romans15:13 “ May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

 

Our Services 

*You’re invited to join us on Sunday mornings for 
Early Worship Service at 8:30 a.m., Faith Journeys 
classes at 9:45 a.m., and Morning Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Also, join us for Sunday Evening 
Service at 6:00 p.m. and on Wednesday evenings 
starting at 7:30 p.m. for Prayer & Bible Study. 
Please invite a friend to come with you.  


