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A Sinner or a Saint Saved by Grace? 

I owe the inspiration of this article to a presentation on 

original sin by Kegan Chandler. 

 

What did we inherit from Adam? Did we inherit a sin 

nature, or did we inherit death? For years I believed that 

we inherited both. The doctrine of Original Sin states 

that we inherited sin from Adam. This includes his guilt, 

a bound will that compels us to sin, and a sinning 

nature.  

It was Augustine who was mainly responsible for the 

promotion of this doctrine. His personal struggles and 

failures were projected as a paradigm for all humanity. 

Many today believe that it is impossible to imagine 

having mastery over sin in their lives. This doctrine 

makes living with sin easier. 

 

Romans 5:12 tells us that through one-man sin entered 

the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to 

all with the result that all sinned. Because of death, all 

sinned. 1 Corinthians 15:21 tells us that by a man came 

death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 

The man who brought the resurrection was the man, 

Christ Jesus. Adam opened the door to death and Christ 

Jesus opens the door to eternal life! 
 

1 Corinthians 15:56 tells us that the sting of death is sin; 

not that the sting of sin is death. Our mortality increases 

our propensity to sin. Sin is a by-product of death’s hold 

over humanity. Our mortality breeds sin. Every person 

has God-given survival instincts and the desire to pursue 

happiness. Our mortality amplifies our urge toward self-

preservation and our pursuit of happiness.  

 

Our mortality breeds sin but the promise of immortality 

breeds righteousness. Not only does immortality change 

our future, it also changes our present. Our focus, as 

children of God, is no longer on self-preservation and 

an unchecked pursuit of happiness but on the reality 

of living presently as those who are victorious with 

immortality in store! 
 

In the New Testament the people of God do not self-

identify as sinners. They may consider themselves to 

be bond slaves or servants, but they refer to other 

Christians as saints. We must consider the freedom 

that God has brought to us through Jesus. Romans 6 

tells us that our old self was crucified with Christ in 

order that sin would be rendered powerless. We are 

not to let sin reign in us, but we are to present 

ourselves to God as those who are alive from the 

dead. This is God’s activity of grace in us! 
 

Some would perhaps cite 1 John 1:8.” If we say we 

have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth 

is not in us.” We must remember the context and the 

reason for John’s writing. He wrote in part to refute 

Gnosticism which was making in-roads into the 

church and its doctrine. Gnosticism believed that 

matter was evil. Knowledge was the cure for 

ignorance without a need to own personal sin. John 

wrote to refute this teaching that refused to own 

personal sin.  
 

So, are we sinners saved by grace? We were sinners 

saved by grace. Now, we are saints saved by grace! 

As new creations in Christ Jesus we are free from 

sin’s penalty, its power, and ultimately its presence. 

Atonement for sin has been provided. Christ Jesus has 

died for us and defeated death. We are victorious in 

and through Him! 

   
Pastor Michael Medlock 
 

 Roman 6:1-2 “What shall we say then? Are we 

to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it 

never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it? 

 

 

*UPCOMING EVENT* 
Fall Craft Bazaar-October 19, 2019 at  

Resurrection Hope Church Fellowship Hall 

 7:00 a.m. thru 2:00 p.m. 

Breakfast:7-10 & Lunch:10:30-2   Bake Sale: All day 

A wide variety of handmade items will be available. 

Wood Crafts, Fabric Crafts, Yarn Crafts, Wreaths,  

Ornaments, Small Plants, Snowman Village,  

Gift Baskets, Christmas Decorations, Cookie Mix Jars,  

Spice Rub Mix Jars, Quilts, Note cards, and 

 NEW this year: Antique Section and Craft Time for kids. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ResHopeCOG
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Our Words 

Ephesians 4:29 – “Do not let any unwholesome talk 

come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may 

benefit those who listen.” 

We all have heard the old saying, “Sticks and stones 

may break my bones, but words can never harm me.” 

There is some truth to this saying.  Words can’t 

physically harm us, but words can hurt us. Our words 

have power and our words do impact others.  Proverbs 

18:21a says, “…Death and life are in the power of the 

tongue”. Words can be helpful, or they can be harmful. 

They impact us the most when they come from our 

family (our natural family or our Church family), 

friends, and from those we respect or admire. Words 

can affect our relationships with others. Children are 

especially vulnerable to the effects of other people’s 

words. What we say and especially how we say things 

is very important.  

Proverbs 18:4 reminds us that “A person’s words can 

be life-giving water; words of true wisdom are as 

refreshing as a bubbling brook” Proverbs 12:18, tells  

us that speaking rashly is like “thrusting” a sword into 

someone, “but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” 

Words can inspire or words can destroy. Words can 

bring encouragement and life, or words can bring 

discouragement and death. We should carefully choose 

our words. Paul encourages the Ephesians to not allow 

“any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 

only what is helpful for building others up according  

to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”  

Our words should build others up, and they should  

be a benefit to those who hear them, 

 Here is another old saying we have all heard, “Think 

before you speak.” This saying will help us if we, as 

Christians, would take time to consider what Jesus 

would say to others and how Jesus would respond in 

any situation. James 1:19 reminds us to be “quick to 

listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.” 

Proverbs 15:3 says, “a soft answer turns away wrath, 

but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Speaking harshly  

to someone never brings a good result. It usually causes 

anger and deep wounds.  

In Titus 3, Paul instructs Titus to remind the believers 

“to be ready to do whatever is good,  to slander no 

one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to 

 be gentle toward everyone.” We need to be ready to 

good, to be considerate of others, to be gentle not 

slanderous, and to bring peace to any situation. 

1Peter 4:11 encourages us to use our words and 

actions to bring glory to God and His Son. We need 

to always remember that what we say and how we 

say anything should always reflect God’s love and 

mercy.   

Jesus speaking to His followers says, “So in 

everything, do to others what you would have them 

do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

(Matthew 7:12). We are to treat others the way we 

want to be treated. We need to show God’s love to 

everyone by what we say, how we say it, and in 

everything we do.  
 

If anyone offends us by not guarding their tongue or 

speaking without first thinking, we need to forgive 

them. Their actions don’t give us the license to be 

unforgiving. We should neither hold grudges, or not 

forgive others for what they have said to us or to 

others we care about. Let us remember what Paul 

wrote to the Colossians in chapter 3 verse 13,“Make 

allowance for each other’s faults and forgive anyone 

who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, 

so you must forgive others.” Forgiving is not always 

easy to do; we need to remember how merciful and 

gracious God has been and continues to be to us. We 

also need to remember that He sacrificed the life of 

His only Son, and remember why He made this 

sacrifice. One of the reasons, God sacrificed His 

only begotten Son, is so everyone would have an 

avenue to receive the gift of forgiveness.  

Let us avail ourselves of God’s impowering grace, to 

walk in all the “good works God has prepared for 

us”.  As we walk in God’s grace, let us remember we 

are representing God and His Son in everything we 

say and do, to everyone God brings across our path. 

We are to be a lighthouse to everyone, showing them 

who God is, His love for them, and His gift of mercy 

and grace. Psalm 141:3 says “Set a guard, O LORD, 

over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my 

lips!” May God set a guard over our mouths and 

lead us to use our words to “confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”, to heal,  to 

strengthen, to encourage, and to bring life to all who 

hear them. 

 

Blessings, 

Charity 


