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Whose We Are

Humanity was created for relationship and 
fellowship with God and others. There is a 
God given desire in us to belong and to be 
connected to the source of life, God, and to 
one another. The family is the first God 
ordained foundational structure of belonging. 
Ideally, a loving family is a person’s initial 
exposure to love, nurture, and affirmation.

God is and has always been. Out of God’s 
“isness” flows those characteristics that help 
us to define and understand what is real and 
what is eternal. We were created to live and 
not die. God proclaimed our creation to be 
very good. We know however, that death 
entered because of sin. We also know that 
eternal life was made possible through Jesus, 
the last Adam. Eternal life, or life in the 
coming age, is conditional upon our trust in 
Jesus.

Through the New Covenant, Jesus has 
reconciled us to God, and we are invited to 
enter relationship with the Father and the Son. 
Eternal life, according to Jesus in His High 
Priestly prayer for humanity in John 17:3, is 
about knowing the One True God and Jesus, 

the Christ of God as the One sent by God. We 
become children of God through faith in Jesus.

Jesus came to elevate humanity to its God 
intended place of honor and dignity. Not only 
did He provide us with a sense of belonging, 
He also gives our lives meaning. In God’s 
mind every life is important, and all life has 
value. As God’s children, we now belong to 
God, and He gives our lives meaning and 
purpose.
We do well to let God define for us the 
meaning of life. In belonging to the family of 
humanity we are  
defined. In belonging to a family, we are defined.
     In belonging to the family of God, His 
church, we
     are also defined. 

In the family of humanity, we are either alive
to God, or we are dead in trespasses and sin. 
In God’s family our heritage and future are 
gloriously bright. Ephesians 2:22 we are told 
that we are being built together into a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 1 Peter 
2:5 tells us that as living stones we are being 
built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
Ultimately, according to 1 Corinthians 
15:28b, God will be all in all.
 
Every person has a life story. Every Christian
has a story of their encounter with the true 
and living God. What is your story? How is 
God writing His story in your heart and life? 
This is your testimony. Sharing your faith is 
largely about telling the story of your 
experience with God. 

The Church is composed of missional people 
reaching out to others in love so that they too 
can have a story with God and His Son. Your
relationship with God is unique. Your life is 
to be an expression of the love of God as He 
writes His love on the pages of your heart 
and mind.

In Luke 24:44-45, during one of His post 
resurrection appearances to His disciples, 
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Jesus affirms our connectedness to Him and 
to the Scriptures. He tells His disciples; 
“These are My words which I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that all things 
which are written about Me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must
be fulfilled.” Then He opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures. 

As God’s children, our stories are to be 
framed by the objectivity and context of the 
Scriptures as we cultivate our unique story 
with the Father and Son.

Pastor Michael Medlock

*UP COMING EVENTS*
Fall Craft Bazaar-October 19, 2019 at 

Resurrection Hope Church Fellowship Hall
 7:00 a.m. thru 2:00 p.m.

Breakfast:7-10 & Lunch:10:30-2   Bake Sale  : 
All day
A wide variety of handmade items will be 
available.

Wood Crafts, Fabric Crafts, Yarn Crafts, 
Wreaths, Ornaments, Small Plants & Bulbs, 
Snowman Village, Gift Baskets, Christmas 
Decorations, Cookie Mix Jars, Spice Rub Mix 
Jars, Quilts, Note cards, and new this year: 
Antique Section and Craft Time for kids.

Who Are We Reflecting

John 13:34-35  "A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. By this all people will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”

If we look in a mirror, we will see our own 
reflection. When others look at our lives and 
listen to us, who are we reflecting to them? As
Christians, we must ask ourselves some tough 
questions. When others look at our actions 
and responses who do they see? When they 
listen to what we say, do they see God’s 
desire for all to be saved and Christ’s 
sacrificial love? Are our actions and words 
showing others only unforgiveness, judgment,

and condemnation? Who are we reflecting: 
this world, ourselves, or God and Jesus?

As Christians, our desire should be to reflect 
God’s love to all. To do this we must first 
know God’s character and who we are in 
Christ. We can know God’s character through 
His Word and through Jesus’ example. 
Because of Christ, we are forgiven, redeemed 
by God’s mercy and grace, and are God’s 
adopted children.  We know we are loved by 
God so much that He sacrificed His only Son. 
God evidenced His acceptance of Jesus’ 
sacrifice by raising Him from the dead and 
sitting Christ at His right hand.
(Heb.1:3,10:12,12:2 & Eph. 1:20)

As we look at Jesus’ life, we see how He 
reflected God to all. Jesus only said and did 
what the Father told Him. John 5:19 Jesus 
says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can 
do nothing of his own accord, but only what 
he sees the Father doing. For whatever the 
Father does, that the Son does likewise.”  In 
John 8:28 Jesus tells the Pharisees, “When 
you have lifted up the Son of Man on the 
cross, then you will understand that I am He. I
do nothing on my own but say only what the 
Father taught me.” We are to only say and do 
what will reflect God and His Son to others.

I John 2:6 tells us that we should “walk in the 
same way” as Jesus “walked”. Our lives 
should point others to Jesus, just as Jesus’ life 
pointed to the Father. We see in verses 3-5, 
that we are to keep His commandments and 
His word; so that “the love of God” will be 
perfected in us. Jesus also tells us that we 
should be “loving one another” in the same 
way that He loves us. He tells us that by 
loving one 
     another we will show others that we are 
His
     disciple.(John 13:34-35). In loving one 
another, 
     we are reflecting Jesus to the world.

In Philippians, Paul encourages us in how 
we should live. Philippians 2:1-5 “So if 



there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
comfort from love, any participation in the 
Spirit, any affection and 
sympathy, complete my joy by being of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves.  Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Have this mind among 
yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus.” In verses 14-15, Paul tells us to “Do
all things without grumbling 
or disputing, that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without 
blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world,” In our own 
strength we will only fail. The only true 
way we can accomplish a true reflection of 
God and His Son is by receiving God’s 
empowering grace. 

Reflecting God and His Son is not just for 
the world’s benefit. In John 15:8 -11 Jesus 

says "By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in 
my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his 
love. These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full.” We must follow 
His commands and love God and one 
another; abiding in His love. This will 
bring glory to God and even make our joy 
full. This is how we will reflect God and 
His Son to all whom we come in contact.

May God grant us His empowering grace 
so that we may only reflect Him and His 
Son. May we walk in His Spirit so that we 
may receive God’s wisdom and love for all 
people.

Blessings,

Charity
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