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Daniel Chapter 9 
 

I want to share with you what I believe regarding 
the “Seventy Weeks Prophecy” of Daniel 9. I do so 
in love and in an attitude of entreaty and appeal 
with respect to where you may be in your 
understanding of this prophecy.  
 
Daniel chapters 9-12 record the visions of Daniel 
from his time up to the end of time. The prophet 
Daniel knew that the Southern Kingdom’s captivity 
was caused by his people’s sin and rebellion. The 
invasion by the Babylonians was only the means 
by which God brought about their judgment. In 
chapter 9 Daniel intercedes in prayer for his 
people, confessing their sin, including himself in 
their number. In Daniel 9:21, the angel Gabriel 
comes to Daniel to give him understanding of the 
Seventy Weeks Prophecy which covered a period 
of 490 years. 
 
In 536 BC, the Jews were given permission by 
Cyrus to return to their land and rebuild the 
temple, but nothing was said about rebuilding 
Jerusalem. The edict to return and rebuild the 
temple was re-issued in 519 BC. In 458 BC, 
 Ezra was given permission to rebuild the city.  
He encountered much resistance. In 445 BC, 
that command was re-issued, and Nehemiah did 
return to rebuild the city of Jerusalem.  
 
“The Seventy Weeks Prophecy covers the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem (458 BC – AD 26), the 
public ministry of Jesus, the Messiah (AD 26-30), 
the crucifixion (Friday, April 7 of AD 30), the first 3 
years and 6 months of the history of the apostolic 
church (AD 30-33), and of the destruction of 

Jerusalem (and the Temple) in AD 70. There is 
nothing in it that remains to be fulfilled in our 
future. It is a prophecy about the “end times” (from 
Daniel’s point of view), because the first century 
would be the beginning of those end times, but it is 
not a prophecy reaching to “the end of time” like 
the prophecies in the book of Revelation.” Dr. 
John Roller 
 
“Seventy weeks are decreed on your people and 
on your holy city, to finish the transgression, to 
make an end of sin and to make atonement for 
iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to 
seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the 
most holy.” Daniel 9:24 
 
“So, you are to know and discern that from the 
issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild 
Jerusalem, (458 BC) until Messiah the Prince 
there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it 
will be built again, with a plaza and moat, even in 
the times of distress.” Daniel 9:25 
 
“Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will 
be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the 
prince who is to come will destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even 
to the end there will be war; desolations are 
determined.” Daniel 9:26. 
  
The sixty-two weeks ended in the fall of AD 26 
when Jesus was anointed as Messiah, at the 
beginning of His public ministry. Jesus was 
crucified on Friday, April 7 of AD 30, exactly 3 
years and 6 months, by the Jewish calendar, after 
His baptism. The last part of verse 26 is a preview 
of things that would happen forty years after 
Jesus’ death.  
 
“He will make a firm covenant with the many for 
one week, but in the middle of the week He will put 
a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the 
wings of abominations will come one who makes 
desolate, even until a complete destruction, one 
that is decreed, is poured out on the one who 
makes desolate.” Daniel 9:27 
 
483 years after 458 BC brings us to AD 26. It is 
the Messiah, Jesus who made a firm covenant, 
the New Covenant, (AD 26-33).  In the middle of 
that 7-year period sacrifice and offering ceased 
because He died and obtained forgiveness for us. 
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He fully atoned for sin. The end of verse 27 is 
another preview of things that would happen 40 
years after Jesus’ death.  
 
In closing, I am aware that the Historicist view, the 
view that I have explained in this article, is not the 
prominent view and that the Futurist view has 
become the prominent view. I, however, am not 
anticipating the appearance of the Anti-Christ in 
the future, but I am eagerly anticipating the return 
of Jesus, the Christ. 

Pastor Michael Medlock 

The Lord Jesus tells us in John 6:40, “This is the 
will of My Father, that everyone who beholds 
(looks and truly sees) the Son and believes in Him 
will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise that 
person up on the last day.” Have you seen Jesus 
for who He is? He is the Lamb of God who fully 
atones for the sin of the world. He is Savior and 
Lord. He is the beginning of the new creation in 
God. He is the head of a new humanity. He is the 
entrance into life eternal.  

Pastor Michael 
 

Reflection 

 Colossians 3:14-15a “Above all, clothe yourselves 

with love, which binds us all together in perfect 

harmony. And let the peace that comes from 

Christ rule in your hearts…” 

As we look at the book of Colossians, we can see 
how we can reflect Christ’s character. We can see 
how the truth of the Gospel can change our lives 
and the lives of others. “This same Good News 
that came to you is going out all over the world. It 
is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just 
as it changed your lives from the day you first 
heard and understood the truth about God’s 
wonderful grace.” Colossians 1:6 
 

In chapter 1, Paul writes to encourage Christians 

 at Colosse to walk in the truths that they were 

taught. He told them that he was praying that the 

way they “live will always honor and please the 

Lord” and was praying that their “lives will produce 

every kind of good fruit…” Colossians 1:10a. We 

 are to rely on God’s strength and “wonderful 

grace” to live lives that will honor and please Him. 

As we trust God’s guiding and walk in the “good 

works, which God hath before ordained” 

(Ephesians 2:10), He will produce the good fruit in 

our lives. 

Chapter 2 reminds us of all God, through His Son, 

has done for us. We “were dead” because of our 

“sins” and our “sinful nature”.  God made us “alive 

with Christ, for He forgave us all our sins.” God 

made us alive and not only forgave all our sins,  
 “He erased the record of the charges against us 

   and took it away by nailing it to the cross.”  What  

   a mighty God we serve! 

 

Colossians 3 tells us that God did all this because 

of His love for us. God has also chosen us “to be 

holy people.” We are exhorted to “clothe” 

ourselves “with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, patience” and reminded that “above all, 

clothe yourselves with love.”  We see that the 

most important characteristic is love. These 

characteristics are evidenced by Jesus’ life. 

In chapter 4, Paul encourages us to treat all 

people fairly and to devote ourselves “to prayer 

with an alert mind and a thankful heart”.  In verses 

5 & 6, we are encouraged to be wise in the way 

we “act toward others; making the most of every 

opportunity”; letting our “conversation be always 

full of grace, seasoned with salt,” so that we “may 

know how to answer everyone.”  

With God’s help, we can “let the peace that comes 

from Christ” rule our hearts.  As we walk in God’s 

love, we will reflect Christ.  Jesus is our perfect 

example. He relied on His Father to direct Him. 

Jesus spent time fellowshipping with God. He was 

obedient even unto death. 

 

We can walk in God’s love, reflecting Jesus’ 

character by growing and learning “to know God 

better and better” (Colossians 1:11). Let us strive 

to show God’s love to all people by honoring God 

in all we say and do.  Let us live our lives in prayer 

and thankfulness as we purpose to walk by God’s 

wonderful grace in the good works which He  has 

prepared for us to do.  

Blessings, 

Charity 


