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More Than Enough 

Because of our humanity, there are times when we 
are painfully aware of our own insufficiencies. We 
have but to live a few years before we realize that 
there are some things in our lives and in our world 
that  are lacking. Brokenness abounds and failure is 
sometimes or perhaps often, part of our life 
experience. 
 
For the Christian, we recognize that we live in a 
fallen world and that sin is the root of our problem. 
Wherever there is sin there is a failure to love as 
God intended. Sin is a failure to love as the Lord 
intends. Love is the characteristic that best defines 
the nature and character of God. 1 John 4:8 tells us 
that God is love. 
 
The only thing that can change a heart is the love of 
God. The love of God is all powerful. It is 
redemptive, reconciling, and renewing. Romans 5:5 
tells us that the love of God has been poured into 
our hearts by God’s Holy Spirit. The fullest 
manifestation of the love of God is to be seen in the 
person of God’s greatest gift to us; the Lord Jesus 
Christ! For God so loved you, He gave you His Son! 
 
As children of God, we are no longer to look at our 
insufficiencies, but at God’s sufficiency through 
Christ. God is so much more than enough for us and 
for every situation that may present itself in our lives. 
Now, our focus is to be, not on us and our lack, or  
on the brokenness in our world, but on God, our 
Redeemer, the Sufficient One! Hallelujah! 
 
 

 
2 Corinthians 3: 5-6 tells us that our sufficiency is not 
in or from ourselves. Our sufficiency is from God. It’s 
God who makes us sufficient as servants of a new 
covenant through His Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2:12 
reminds us that we have received the Spirit of God 
so that we may know the things freely given to us by 
God. 2 Peter 1:3 tells us that God has given us “all 
things” that pertain to life and godliness. The Apostle 
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 3:17b that where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty and freedom. 
There is freedom to love as God intends. 
 
When faced with what may appear to be lack in our 
lives, we are to lift our eyes to the One who is more 
than enough; our Father in heaven. He gladly and 
freely gives us His Son and His Spirit. Romans 8:31 
tells us that since God is for you, and He is for you if 
you are for Him, who can be against you? It’s not 
about God being on our side. The question is: Are 
we on His side? 
 
Our imaging in God, by virtue of our creation by God 
and our re-imaging in Christ by virtue of the mercy of 
God, sheds light on our need to make grace-
empowered, Spirit filled choices. May we embrace 
from the heart, the truth that God is more than 
enough for us and for every need in our lives. May 
we yield to His Spirit. May we daily discover Him as 
our all in all! 
 
Pastor Michael Medlock 

 

A FINAL THOUGHT 

We are empowered by God’s grace to obey God in 
love. Our faith in Christ is intended to impact every 
area of our lives. Our spirituality is to influence all 
that we are and all that we do. It’s good to be 
engaged. Let us remember, that as we engage, let 
us do so motivated and controlled by the love of 
God. 
 
“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all 
have died; and He died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for Him who 
for their sake died and was raised.” 2 Corinthians 
5:14-15 
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Mercy and Grace 

Ephesians 2:4-5 “But God, who is rich in mercy, 

because of His great love with which He loved 

us,  even when we were dead in trespasses, made 

us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved)” 

What is the difference between mercy and grace? 

There are many who believe that mercy and grace 

are one in the same. Although, they are similar in 

some ways, they are not the same. They are similar 

in that we do not deserve either of them and that 

God bestows both to us.  

As we look at these simple definitions, we can see 

their differences. Mercy is God not giving us what we 

deserve; God choosing not to punish us even though 

we deserve punishment. Grace is God giving us 

something we do not deserve; God blessing us. 

Recently, I read a story about an interaction between 

a father and his young son. It is a great example of 

the difference between mercy and grace.  

The father instructed his son to do something and 

his son refused to do it. The father told his son to do 

what he was told, but the son refused again. So, the 

father sent his son to his room. When the father 

arrived at his son’s room, the boy pleaded with his 

father not to punish him. The father asked his son if 

he understood what wrong he had done. The young 

son said he did. After talking with him, the father 

chose not to punish his son. This was showing 

mercy. The father then decided to take his son for an 

ice cream treat even though his son didn’t deserve 

this special treat. This was showing grace. By this 

father’s example, he was teaching his son about 

how God is merciful and gracious to us even when 

we don’t deserve it and how his son could show 

mercy and grace to others even when they didn’t 

deserve it. 

In Ephesians 2, verses 4 and 5, we see because of 

God’s “great love with which He loved us”, He 

showed us mercy “even when we were dead in 

trespasses”. God loves us so much that He showed 

us mercy, when we deserve death, the penalty for 

our sins. By His grace, He provided a way for us to 

have abundant life; salvation through His Son. 

God’s Word shows us that mercy and grace are part 

of God’s character. Deuteronomy 7:9 tells us, “The 

Lord, the Lord God, is merciful and gracious, 

longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth”,  

Nehemiah 9:11 says, “...for you are a gracious and 

merciful God.”, and in 1 Peter 5:10 it states that God 

is a “...God of all grace...”   There are many places in 

the Psalms where we see God portrayed as merciful 

and gracious to undeserving people. We should 

rejoice that God bestows His mercy and grace to us 

even when we deserve His judgement.  

As we look at the life of Jesus, we notice that 

throughout His life that Jesus, like His Father, also 

showed mercy and grace. In John 1:17,  it tells us 

that “grace and truth” comes through Jesus. We are 

instructed to show mercy and grace to others just as 

we have received it (Luke 6:36). Jesus tells us that 

those who give mercy are blessed and will receive 

mercy(Matthew 5:7). We are warned in James 2:13 

that “judgment will be merciless to one who has 

shown no mercy”.  James continues with this 

encouragement; that as we show mercy it will 

triumph “over judgment.”   

Let us always remember that both mercy and grace 

are gifts that we don’t deserve, and that God lovingly 

gives them to those who would receive His gifts.  Let 

us be like Jesus, who freely gives mercy and grace, 

and extend mercy and grace to others. As we do 

this, we will bring glory and honor to God. We will be 

showing others who God is and that He loves them 

unconditionally. 

Blessings, 

Charity 

A Few Notes 

Our Living Nativity “God and Angels Speak” 
production will be: Nov. 30th, Dec.1st & 2nd. 

If weather is a problem, the reschedule dates are:  
 Dec. 7th, 8th, & 9th. 

*You’re invited to join us on Sunday mornings for 
Early Worship Service at 8:30 a.m., Faith Journeys 
classes at 9:45 a.m., and Morning Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Also, join us for Sunday Evening 
Service at 6:00 p.m. and on Wednesday evenings 
starting at 7:30 p.m. for Prayer & Bible Study. Please 
invite a friend to come with you.  


