
NEWSLETTER 
November 2018 

 
RESURRECTION HOPE CHURCH 

OF GOD 
(Abrahamic Faith) 

732 Stacey Place SW 
 Lenoir, NC     28645 

Church Facebook page: facebook.com/ResHopeCOG   
Church Website: www.resurrectionhope.org   
Pastor’s email : pastormichael53@hotmail.com    

 

Looking for Answers 

There are many examples in the Scriptures of 
people coming to Jesus. Some came to question 
Him. Some came to challenge Him. Some came for 
help. Jesus turned no one away, but He could help 
only those who were willing to receive His help. His 
help always reflects His character and the character 
of His Father in heaven. 

Many hear of Jesus from an early age. He has been 
called a good man, a prophet, a criminal, the Savior 
and Lord, and even God. I’m of the conviction that 
we should let the Scriptures, in a contextual and 
objective manner, define who He is. Where else can 
we go to establish an understanding of who Jesus 
is? Other historical sources can be helpful, but pre-
conceived bias is often discovered in frail humanity, 
just as pre-conceived understandings exist in faulty 
hermeneutics (biblical interpretation). 
 
It is essential that we know who Jesus is and what 
He has accomplished on our behalf and in the Name 
of His Father, God. In 1 Corinthians 15:45, the 
Apostle Paul calls Jesus the last Adam. In Christ, 
God has begun a new creation. Jesus is the fully 
commissioned Son of the Living God, born to act as 
God’s provision for our fallenness. What the first 
Adam failed to do, Jesus did! He lived a life of 
obedience and trust and He died for humanity’s 
rebellion to God. God evidenced His acceptance of 
Jesus’ sacrifice by raising Him from the dead. All 
who receive Christ’s provision for them become the 
children of God. 
 
In John 7:15-18, the Jews ask in their astonishment: 
“How has this man become learned, having never 
been educated?” Jesus tells them: “My teaching is  

 
not Mine, but His who sent Me. If anyone is willing to 
do His will, he will know of the teaching, whether it is 
of God or whether I speak from Myself. He who 
speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He 
who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, 
He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.” 
 
What’s the answer?  What’s the question? Assuming 
we are looking for answers, could this be the key to 
finding the answers for which we seek? Most 
assuredly! First, we must ask ourselves: What is 
God’s will? Am I willing to do God’s will? God will 
honor our willingness to do His will. Part of our 
imaging in God is the ability to make volitional 
choices. 
 
Secondly, the door to empowering grace is opened 
by humility. Humility is recognizing and embracing 
the One who is in control; God. We must first humble 
our hearts before the LORD. God resists the proud, 
we are told in Proverbs 3:34, 1 Peter 5:5, and James 
4:6, but gives grace to the humble. 
 
Thirdly, the person who comes to God, we are told in 
Hebrews 11:6, must first believe that God exists and 
that He is the rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him. May we be among those who discover God’s 
answers for our lives, as we come to know that 
God’s answers always resemble Christ’s character. 
 
Pastor Michael Medlock 
 

Just a Reminder 

Gather family and friends, come enjoy our Living 
Nativity, an inspiring holiday adventure into the life of 

Jesus from the Garden of Eden to the Ascension. 
 

“God and Angels Speak” 
 Walk thru Outdoor Drama 

November 30th, December 1st & 2nd 
6:00pm-8:30pm 

Eleven scenes of costumed characters 
and guides along the way. See the bustling town of 
Bethlehem filled with market goods and live animals 
that will take you back through time. Enjoy stories, 
caroling, and interactive puppets while you wait for 
your guided tour. There will be refreshments, free 

Holiday Family Photos, and a Gift Shop for the 
ending to a perfect holiday treat. 
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Honoring God 
Psalm 50:23a “Giving thanks is a sacrifice that truly 

honors Me.” 

The Bible, God’s Word, is a wonderful source of 

encouragement and joy. We can find in it the true 

character of God; directions for our lives; how we 

can bring honor to God, and how we should treat 

ourselves and others. God’s Word is full of wisdom 

and knowledge. This valuable resource is readily 

available, but so many times taken for granted.  

As we look at Psalm 50, we are reminded that God 

is the creator of all; “the bulls”, “the goats”, “the 

birds”, “all the animals of the fields” and “forest”. God 

“speaks and summons the earth from the rising of 

the sun to its setting” and He “owns the cattle on a 

thousand hills”. The last part of verse 12 tells us that 

“all the world” is God’s and “everything in it”.  

In verse 13 and the first part of verse 14, we see that 

God doesn’t need or want the sacrifices of “bulls” 

and “goats”. God desires instead our sacrifice of 

“true thanks” to Him. He desires our thanksgiving to 

Him for who He is, for what He has done in our lives, 

for what He can do in the lives of others, for His 

wonderful creation, for the sacrifice of His Son for 

us, and for His unconditional love for everyone. 

There are many more reasons to give thanks to 

God. We can take every moment of every day and 

there would still not be enough time to give God all 

the thanks and praise He deserves. 

In the second part of verse 14, it tells us that God 

also desires us to keep our “vows” to Him. Our vows 

are our promises to God. Our promise to rely on and 

trust Him; to serve and love Him, to love ourselves 

and others. Our promise to live our lives in a manner 

that brings honor and glory to God, showing others 

His unconditional love for them. We honor God by 

relying on Him and thanking Him for giving us His 

strength and grace to keep our promises to Him. 

In this chapter, we can also see what not to do. We 

are not to just “recite” His laws “pretending to obey” 

Him. Memorizing Scripture is good, but we need to 

apply it to our lives as God gives us understanding. 

When God brings conviction through His Word, we 

are to repent and turn toward God and away from 

sin. We are not to help the wicked or “slander a 

brother”, but to repent before it is too late. Our words 

as well as our actions are to bring honor to God. We 

need to think about what God would want us to say 

before we speak and respond in a manner that 

honors God, not reacting from our emotions during 

that moment.   

In verse 23, God reminds us all that “giving thanks is 

a sacrifice that truly honors” Him. We are to let 

others see God’s love for them as we live our lives 

giving glory and thanksgiving to Him. Know that we 

can trust God in our times of trouble and in our times 

of blessings. Thanking Him for always being with us 

through the ups and downs of life, continually 

bringing honor to God.  

Verse 23 continues to show us that we are to “keep 

to” God’s “path” and as we do He “will reveal” to us 

His “salvation”. How can we keep to God’s “path” if 

we don’t stay in His Word, and stay in fellowship with 

Him? Simply put, we can’t. God has given us His 

Word, has made a way for us to fellowship with Him, 

and has given us brothers and sisters in Christ to 

help us to “keep to” God’s “path” and for us to help 

them as well. It is up to us to embrace what God has 

already provided for us. 

We can thank God for His Word that shows us His 

“path” and promises the full revelation of His 

salvation at Christ’s return.  We need to spend time 

with our Heavenly Father and in His Word. We need 

to stay in fellowship with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ so that we can encourage one another. We 

should be walking out in our daily lives what God 

shows us through His Word. We can thank God for 

His many blessings and His great love for us and all 

people; bringing honor to God continually.  

Blessings, 

Charity 

 

Our Services 

*You’re invited to join us on Sunday mornings for 
Early Worship Service at 8:30 a.m., Faith Journeys 
classes at 9:45 a.m., and Morning Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Also, join us for Sunday Evening 
Service at 6:00 p.m. and on Wednesday evenings 
starting at 7:30 p.m. for Prayer & Bible Study. Please 
invite a friend to come with you.  


