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A Child of God  

Everything that is eternal flows out of who God is 
and what God is like. God alone is the Eternal One. 
All life flows from God. Our identity as children of 
God is rooted in who our Father is. We all need to 
embrace who God has begotten us to be and who 
He says we are. Galatians 3:26 reminds us that we 
are children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
As children of God, we are called to be disciples. A 
disciple is a disciplined learner, a person who is 
growing in grace, (God’s empowering favor) and in 
the relational knowledge of God. Jesus is not only 
our Savior and our Lord, He is our role model. Jesus 
was uniquely conceived by the Spirit of God.  He is 
the Word of God made flesh. We too are begotten of 
God by His Spirit through the Word of God. Our new 
life in God is nourished by the Word of God through 
the Spirit of God. 
 
In John 17:17, Jesus prayed that we would be 
sanctified through the truth saying that God’s word is 
truth. The Apostle Paul told the church at Corinth, in 
1 Corinthians 2:12, that we have the Spirit of God so 
that we may know and understand the things freely 
given to us by God. We possess truth of the 
Scriptures and we have God’s Spirit so that we may 
live effectively as God’s children now. 
 
Your discipleship and loving service to others flows 
forth from your identity as a child of God. We grow 
and serve because of who and “whose” we are. Boy 
Howdy! Let me tell you about my Daddy and my Big 

Brother Jesus! By the power of His word, my Father 
spoke creation into existence, but He lovingly 
shaped man and woman with His hands! My Savior,  
 
Lord, and big brother Jesus lived a sinless life, 
willingly died for my sin, and was raised to eternal 
life as the head of a new creation in God! 
 
Part of the first disciples commissioning by Jesus in 
Matthew 28:18-20, was to make disciples through 
teaching others what He had taught them. Jesus told 
His first disciples in John 14:26, that God’s Spirit 
would continue to teach them and to bring to their 
remembrance everything that Jesus had taught 
them. We have everything we need to grow in our 
discipleship and to help others to become disciples 
and grow in their relationship with the Lord. 
 
Our focus is to be on God growing His Church 
through us as we pursue discipleship. Success 
comes as we focus on God’s coming Kingdom not 
just programs. We are to be interested in internal 
motivation more than method and in relationships 
more than programs.  
 
Transformation comes to us through the renewal of 
our minds as we embrace from the heart what God, 
through His Word and by His Spirit communicate to 
us. This transformation comes via our relationships 
with God, Jesus, and others as we hear God speak 
to us. As a child of God, you are investing your life. 
You are not spending it. Kingdom dividends come to 
us as we invest in the lives of others as we grow 
spiritually and as we help others to grow spiritually. 
 
Pastor Michael Medlock    
            
 
Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came up and spoke to 
them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in 
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.” 
 
John 8:31-32, So Jesus was saying to those Jews 
who had believed Him, “If you continue in My 
word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you 
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
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The Day of the Lord  

2 Peter 3:8b-9, “A day is like a thousand years to the 

Lord, and a thousand years is like a day.  The Lord 

isn’t really being slow about His promise, as some 
people think. No, He is being patient for your sake. 
He does not want anyone to be destroyed but wants 
everyone to repent.”   
 
We daily look forward to the return of our Lord. We 
hold on to His promises that He will come again. We 
anticipate a time of joyous celebrations as we behold 
our Savior and Lord. Although when we look around 
and see all the death, pain and sickness so many 
endure, many wonder “How much longer?” or cry out 
“Come quickly, Lord Jesus!” We are to remember 
that the Lord’s timing is perfect and as Peter reminds 
us, “The Lord isn’t really being slow about His 
promise as some people think.”   

Many in this fallen world scoff saying, “If Jesus is 
real, why hasn’t returned?” So many are living for 
selfish pleasures of the moment without regard to 
future consequences. Peter speaks of scoffers and 
doubters following after their own desires in the “last 
days”, that will say “What happened to the promise 
that Jesus is coming again? From before the times 
of our ancestors, everything has remained the same 
since the world was first created” (2 Peter 3:4). Peter 
goes on to say that these scoffers refuse to see all 
that God has done since He spoke this world into 
existence. (vs.5-6) 
 
Peter continues to explain that Jesus is “being 
patient” for our sakes. Jesus is providing time for 
those who have not yet given their lives to Him. He 
patiently waits for people to repent and turn from sin. 
Just like His Father, Jesus doesn’t “want anyone to 
be destroyed”. He wants all to come to repentance 
and have a personal relationship with Him and His 
Father.    

Peter encourages Christians to be watching and 
waiting for Christ’s return. Peter reminds us in verse 
13 that “we are looking forward to the new heavens 
and new earth He has promised, a world filled with 
God’s righteousness.” While we wait for the day of 
the Lord, we are to “make every effort to be found 
living peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in 
His sight” (2 Peter 3:14). We are to live our lives as a 
witness for others so that others may see God’s love 
in us. We are to be living lives that point others to 
Christ.  

 
Jesus told us to love God, ourselves and our 
neighbors. (Matthew 22:36-40). We are to show our 
love for God by our obedience to Jesus’ commands 
(John 14:15). Jesus tells His disciples, “If anyone 
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 
love him, and We will come to him and make Our 
abode with him.” (John 14: 23). We need to obey 
from a heart of love and not from compulsion. We 
need to love ourselves as God loves us. Believing 
what His Word says about us: we are unconditionally 
loved, forgiven, and redeemed. We are to love our 
neighbors with God’s redeeming love.  
 
We can be thankful for the Lord’s patience that gave 
us time to repent, receive His forgiveness, and “to be 
saved” (2 Peter 3:15a). It has given us time to walk 
and grow in relationship with Him and His Father. 
We can also be thankful Jesus is patiently waiting for 
others to repent and come into a personal 
relationship with Him and His Father. We can rejoice 
as they rejoice in Heaven. Jesus says “there is joy in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents” (Luke 15:10).   
 
As we diligently watch for His return and joyfully 
anticipate the day of the Lord, let us be willing 
vessels to show Jesus’ love and mercy to all He 
brings across our paths, bringing glory and honor to 
God. 

Blessings, 
Charity 

 
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 “May the Lord make you 

increase and abound in love for one another 

and for all, as we do for you, so that He 
may establish your hearts blameless in 

holiness before our God and Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.” 

 
 

A Few Notes 

*Everyone is invited to join us on Sunday mornings 
for Early Worship Service at 8:30 a.m., Faith 
Journeys classes at 9:45 a.m., and Morning Worship 
Service at 10:45 a.m. Also, please join us for 
Sunday Evening Service at 6:00 p.m. and on 
Wednesday evenings starting at 7:30 p.m. for a time 
of Prayer & Bible Study. Please invite a friend to 
come with you.  


