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In Christ 
    As a Christian, my world view is framed by 
   objective truth as defined by God. This truth
is
   intended to bring the child of God great 
peace, 
   comfort, and perspective. We discover 
through
   the Scriptures that God is the Creator, that 
   Jesus, His Son, is the Savior of the world,
   and that the spirit of God is the active 
power
   of God, given to us so that we may live
   lives empowered by God.

   We discover that God is loving, 
compassionate,
  merciful, and all powerful. We also discover 
that 
  Jesus, the Christ of God, is the fullest  
  representative of  the character of God. 
Jesus 
  is the “spittin” image of His Daddy. 

  We also know from the Scriptures that 
humanity 
  was created in the image of God for the 
purpose 

  of exercising loving stewardship of the 
earth. 
  We know that there has been a breach in 
that
  imaging and subsequently in our 
stewardship. 
  Humanity chose willful disobedience to God,
  and in doing so, we opened ourselves to be 
led
  by the futility of our own fallenness. 

  But God had a plan. One day His Son would
be  
  conceived in the womb of a young virgin by 
the
  power of God’s word and spirit. One would 
be 
  born who would fully represent humanity 
before 
  God. God would begin again through a new 
  creation in Christ. This creation would begin
with
  His Son Jesus; born to choose to willfully 
obey
  God; born to die and to be raised by God 
never

to die again; raised from the dead to 
begin the new creation through which 
God would interact anew with humanity.

God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto Himself. God always acts 
redemptively, even 
in judgment. God has invested in Christ 
the glorious truths that we need to live in 
love as 
we walk in the freedom that God has 
provided through Christ. Our grace 
empowered responsibility is to discover 
these treasures of wisdom and knowledge
and to let the spirit of God make 
application to these wonderful truths in 
our lives. We have been placed in Christ. 
God is interacting with us as His dear 
children. As His child, you are being led of
God.
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We are told in Colossians 2:3 that all the 
treasures of wisdom, (seeing life from 
God’s perspective) and knowledge, 
(experiential and relational intimacy with 
God and His Son Jesus) are hidden in 
Christ. As God’s dear children, we are 
treasure seekers, seeking treasure that is 
spiritual and eternally valuable.

We can daily face life grounded in the 
truth of God, filled with the spirit of God, 
as we 
fellowship with the Father and the Son 
through the spirit of God. We frame our 
lives by the 
truths of Scripture and boldly face life 
confidently because of “whose” we are.

The blood of Jesus is so much more than 
enough to atone for the sin of the world. 
Considering this, may we be encouraged 
to boldly come to God in His throne room 
of grace so that we may find mercy and 
grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 
4:16
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The Lord Jesus tells us in John 6:40, “This 
is the will of My Father, that everyone who 
beholds (looks and truly sees) the Son and
believes in Him will have eternal life, and I 
Myself will raise that person up on the last 
day.” Have you seen Jesus for who He is? 
He is the Lamb of God who fully atones for
the sin of the world. He is Savior and Lord.
He is the head of a new humanity. He is 
the entrance into life eternal. 
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Our Merciful God

  Ephesians 2:4-6  “But God, being rich in 
mercy,
  because of His great love with which He 
loved
  us,  even when we were dead in our

  transgressions, made us alive together with 
Christ
  (by grace you have been saved), and raised
us 
  up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
  heavenly places in Christ Jesus”

We see in Ephesians 2 that it was only by
God’s mercy that we did not receive the 
penalty for our sin, which is eternal death.
For it was by His grace-filled love, we 
instead received life and forgiveness of 
sin. Psalm 103:10-12 tells us that God 
“does not treat us as our sins deserve or 
repay us according to our iniquities. For 
as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his love for those who 
fear him; as far as the
east is from the west, so far has he 
removed 
our transgressions from us.” This is God’s
gift 
to all who would receive it. “For by grace 
you have been saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not as a result 
of works, so that no one may boast.” 

Jesus paid our penalty by dying on the 
cross. He was the perfect, sinless 
sacrifice. Jesus 
was always obedient to His Father, even 
to death on the cross. God’s acceptance 
of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, “even when we 
were dead in our transgressions” was 
evidenced by His raising Jesus from the 
dead and seating Him
at God’s “right hand in the heavenly 
places, far
above all rule and authority and power 
and
dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in 
the one to come” (Ephesians 1:20-21). 

 It is only by God’s mercy that we can be 



saved. Titus 3:4-6 states, “But when the 
kindness of God our Savior and His love 
for mankind appeared, He saved us, not 
on the basis of deeds which we have 
done in righteousness, but according to 
His mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing 
by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out 
upon  us richly through Jesus Christ our 
Savior,”  

We see that all our righteousness is 
worthless. Romans 9:15-16 says, “For 
he says to Moses,  ‘I will have mercy on 
whom I have mercy, and  
 I will have compassion on whom I have  
compassion.’ It does not, therefore, 
depend on  human desire or effort, but 
on God’s mercy.” After Jesus’ sacrifice, 
those who except God’s gift can receive 
Jesus’ righteousness. He has made us 
right with God. 

In Peter 1:3, Peter tells us that God 
“According to His great mercy, He has 
caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead”. Our merciful 
Heavenly Father excepts us just as we 
are but loves us too much to leave us 
there. Through the sacrificial blood of 

Jesus and God’s raising Him from the 
dead, we can now have life in “a living 
hope” which is Christ Jesus.

Let us always remember God’s mercy 
and love that He graciously bestows on 
us. We deserved judgment but received 
mercy and grace. We deserved death but 
received new life through Jesus. God has 
proven His love for us by sacrificing His 
only Son so that we could receive His 
mercy, His grace, and have fellowship 
with Him as He intended. Lamentations 
3:22 reminds us, “The faithful love of the 
LORD never ends! 
His mercies never cease!”  What a 
wonderful God we serve!!

Blessings,
Charity

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday,  May 5th
Fellowship Meal

Saturday, May 18th
Bazaar Workday

Thursday, May 23rd
Shaire Center Outreach

Friday, May 31st
Our Church at Prayer
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