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The Delivered Faith

Jude 1:3 tells the Church that we are to 
“earnestly contend for the faith that was once for 
all delivered to the saints.” What does it mean to 
earnestly contend for the faith? What is the faith 
that was delivered?

We contend for the faith by saying what the 
Scriptures say about the faith and we contend for 
the faith by living lives that honor our Father and 
His Son. Sound doctrine is derived from a 
contextual and objective embrace of the truth. 
Genuine faith is evidenced by our obedience as
we avail ourselves of the empowering grace of 
God.

The faith once for all delivered to the saints is 
a doctrinal faith but it is not a dogmatic faith. 
Doctrine is derived from a contextual 
interpretation of the Scriptures. Dogma is defined 
as principles
laid down by an authority as incontrovertibly true. 
Certainly, we understand that not all authority on 
earth is God honoring.

The faith once delivered to the saints was not a 
faith of progressive revelation that required 
church councils of the fourth, fifth, and 
subsequent centuries to interpret. Some of these 

councils were overseen by pagan Roman 
emperors who were politically motivated and 
influenced by Egyptian mystery religions and 
Greek philosophy. The councils were also often 
composed of many who embraced a Greek 
philosophical and mythological
   paradigm. The faith once delivered to the saints
   has its historical roots in Judaism and in the 
belief
   that God is one; not a trinity. The Church is 
rooted
   in a Hebraic understanding of the nature and 
   character of God and humanity. 

   Truth’s veracity is not necessarily qualified by a
   majority nor by those who may have the power 
   to punish. The truth of God is its own defense. 
   We can bear evidence to the truth and be 
blessed
   by it, but we can’t diminish truth by our rejection
of
   it. We must let reality be defined by the 
objectivity 
   of truth. In John 18, Jesus tells Pilate that He 
was
   born to bear witness to the truth. Should we 
aspire 
   to do less?

   The grace of God is not to be frustrated or used
to
   live in ways that promote license over liberty. 
We
   are empowered to live as we ought not just any 
   way we may choose. The grace and truth that 
   came by Jesus equips us to walk in power and 
in
   the light. 

   The faith delivered to us recognizes Jesus as 
the
   Son of God and the Savior of the world. He is 
the
   fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham that
   through Abraham’s seed (Christ), all the nations
of
   the earth would be blessed. God’s covenant 
with
   Abraham was a covenant of grace. Christ’s 
   covenant with us is also a covenant of grace, 
and 
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   grace informs us of our need of mercy daily!

   We are to be confidently motivated by the love 
of
   God. Our love for God  will be evidenced by our
   love for all humanity. The faith once delivered is
   confident in the Father’s  love and welcomes 
the
   gift of His spirit. 

    The faith once delivered anticipates in hopeful
    expectation the return of Christ and life eternal 
in 
    the coming age, as we live in ways that affirm 
and 
    anticipate the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
us; 
    the promise of eternal life when Christ returns.

    Pastor Michael Medlock

    “Beloved, while I was making every effort to
     write you about our common salvation, I felt
    the necessity to write to you appealing that 
    you contend earnestly for the faith which was 
    once for all handed down to the saints”. Jude 1
3

Living For Christ

 2 Corinthians 5:14-15(ESV) “For the love of 
Christ controls us, because we have concluded 
this: that One has died for all, therefore all have 
died; and He died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for Him 
who for their sake died and was raised.”

Why should we live for Christ? What does it 
mean 
to live for Christ? How can we live for Christ? Let 
us look to the Word of God which contains the 
answers to these questions. 

We see in 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, that the reason 
we should live for Christ and not ourselves is 
because of Christ’s love. Jesus evidenced His 
love for all when He suffered, bleed, and died. 
God showed the acceptance of Christ’s sacrifice 
for us when He raised Jesus from the dead. 

Jesus has bridged the gap between God and 
humanity; which was caused by our rebellion 
and sin. Because of Jesus’ sinless sacrifice, 

we are now able to “come boldly to the throne
 room of grace”(Hebrews 4:16) and “through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set you free from the law of sin and death. 
(Romans 8:2 & 6:18).  We are to always
remember Jesus’ sacrifice, for us and gifts to
us. We show our love and appreciation of Jesus’ 
sacrifice by no longer living for ourselves.

As we lay down our selfish ways, not living to 
just please ourselves or living to impress or 
please others, we show our thankfulness and 
appreciation for all that Christ has done for us. 
We are to lay down all our excuses as well. No
 more making excuses for wrong behavior by 
saying “well that is just who I am” or “I’ve always 
been that way”. We are to lay down all of our old 
ways.

In 2 Corinthians 5:17, we are reminded that 
“if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.”  Ephesians 4 tells us what we need 
to lay down so that we can walk fully in the new 
life Christ has provided for us.  We are to “put 
away falsehood”, “corrupt talk”, “bitterness, 
wrath, clamor, slander” and “all malice”.  Also,

    in Galatians 5:16-17, we are told to not walk 
    after the flesh. In verses 19-21, it tells us that
    the deeds of the flesh are  “immorality,
    impurity,  sensuality,  idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, 
    strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, 
    dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness,
    carousing, and things like these.”

    Then we see in Ephesians 4 what we need
    to be doing. We are to be doing “honest work,”
    and to be “speaking the truth” in love. We are 
    to say only what “is good for building up” so 
   “that it may give grace to those who hear.”
    Verse 32 reminds us that we are to “be kind to
    one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
    another, as God in Christ forgave you.” We 
    are also reminded in Galatians 5:22-23 to
    walk in the “fruit of the  Spirit”, which is “love,
    joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
    faithfulness,  gentleness,” and “self-control”.  
    As we search God’s Word, we can see how to
    live for Christ and to be more  like Him. 



    We are to become like Christ in our actions, 
    words, and deeds. We can follow Jesus’ 
    example of being a loving, obedient child of 
God.
    The only way we can truly be free and live for
    Jesus is by receiving the empowering grace of 
    God through His Spirit. God’s grace enables us
    to live for Jesus and His Word shows us how.
     As we let God’s Word examine our hearts, we 
     are empowered through God’s grace to live as
     we ought. 

Blessings,
Charity

ANNOUNCEMENTS

July 23-24: 2019 Heritage Conference

July 24-27: 2019 General Conference

     The 2019 Heritage and General Conferences 
will 
     be held at:  Guthrie Grove Church  
                    403 Guthrie Grove Church Rd 
                        Pelzer, SC 29669                         
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