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Celebrating The Birth Of Jesus
The birth of Jesus personifies the reality of our 
struggle with fallenness and God’s ability to deliver 
His creation from that struggle. “For God so loved 
the world He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16) Contained within these 
words of Jesus to Nicodemus is found the answer to 
most if not all of life’s questions.

It is vital that we know who God and Jesus are. God 
is the God of love and giving. God is the Creator 
and the source of life. God has always and will 
always exist. Jesus, as the only begotten Son of 
God, came into existence in the womb of His mother 
Mary. Jesus “pre-existed” only in the plans and 
purposes of God. The true and living God alone is 
God and He is the Father of Jesus, the Messiah, the 
Christ of God. 

Because God’s nature and character are loving, His 
response to humanity’s sin and rebellion was and is 
redemptive. In His divine plan, God knew that when 
the time was right, His Son would be born, 
(Galatians 4:4-5).  He came as the Father’s fully 
empowered agent in order to secure an opportunity 
for eternal life for all who would believe in Him. It 
was the seed of the woman that would crush the 
head of the serpent. (Genesis 3:15) Jesus died for 
our sin. God raised Him from the dead. He is the 
first fruits, or the first and only one, thus far, to be 
raised from the dead never to die again. 
(1Corinthians 15:3-4, 22-23)

Humanity was not created to die but to live eternally, 
from creation onward, but because sin entered, 
death came as its’ consequence. As the last Adam, 
Jesus was born to do what the first Adam failed 
to do. His sinless life of obedience to God has 
provided a way that eternal life can be realized by 
all who place saving faith in Him. (Romans 5:12, & 
1 Corinthians 15:45) 

 The empowering grace of God is given so that we 
may obey God in love. Genuine faith is expressed 
through repentance, which is agreeing with God, 
accompanied by obeying God. Those who come to 
God through what Jesus has done for them are able 
to call God their Father. 

Eternal life, or the life of the coming age, is the gift 
of God. “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
(Romans 6:23) Eternal life is the promise of God, 
according to 1 John 2:25. It will be fully realized at 
the Parousia, or 2nd coming of Jesus. 

In closing, God loves you today. His Spirit is 
available now to help you in coming to know Him, 
and in continuing in relationship with Him and Jesus. 
Jesus tells us in His High Priestly prayer of John 17, 
in verse 3, that eternal life is to know the true and 
living God, and to know Jesus Christ, the one sent 
by God. Eternal life is all about cultivating 
relationship with the Father and the Son, by the 
power of God’s Spirit.

Pastor Michael Medlock

“The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; for 
you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of His father David; and He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His 
kingdom will have no end.’ 

Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?’ The angel answered and said to her, ‘the 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason 
the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.’ ” 
Luke 1:30-35



True Peace

John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. Not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let 
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid”

True peace is not a peace that the world can give. It 
can only come from God through His Son. True 
peace is the kind of peace that cannot be affected 
by trouble, danger, or even sorrow. Jesus wanted 
His disciples to know the peace of His Father. A 
peace that will see them through until His return.

The only peace the world can give is temporary and 
fickle. It is a peace that relies on the absence of 
trouble, conflict, pain, or war. The world’s peace 
flees as situations or circumstances change. True 
peace is not affected by circumstances or situations 
but is steadfast despite them. 

In John 14, we see Jesus demonstrating this true 
peace.  Jesus knew what He would be facing by 
going to the cross and bearing the sins of the world. 
Jesus knew He would be dealing with agony, pain, 
and even feeling abandoned by His closest friends, 
and followers. Even with this knowledge, Jesus had 
a settled peace because He knew He was doing His 
Father’s will. 

Even knowing all that He would have to suffer, 
Jesus demonstrated again true peace as He 
showed compassion for His disciples. Jesus took 
time to comfort them and reassure them. Jesus 
knew they needed a true and settled peace.  He 
assured them that He would “give” and “leave” with 
them His peace, the peace He received from His 
Father.
 
Jesus wanted His disciples to know that His peace 
is different from the peace that “the world gives.” It is 
a peace that would see them through the trials 
ahead. His peace would see them through all of 
life’s troubles and heartaches. His peace was a 
peace that did not depend on a certain situation or 
positive circumstances. 

In John 16:33, Jesus says “ I have said these things 
to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.” Jesus was reassuring the 

disciples that even though they would have troubles 
in this world they could have peace in Jesus. We 
can take heart in His words as well.

We know we will have trials, temptations, 
frustrations, and troubles in this world. We know 
there will be sickness and heartaches. We grieve as 
we see the consequences of sin in so many lives. 
We know sorrow and pain as we experience the 
death of a friend or loved one. Even with all this, we 
can know the peace of God. We can rest assured 
that Jesus has overcome this world. 

We can have the peace of knowing God is in control 
and will see us through every storm. We can rest  in 
the peace that Jesus will return once again to set up 
His Kingdom. We can rest in the  knowledge that in 
His Kingdom there will be no sorrow, sickness or 
pain.  

Let us hold firm to God’s true peace. A peace that is 
a settled peace in the hearts of those who trust and 
believe in God and His only begotten Son. Peace 
with God can only come through Jesus. Romans 5:1 
tells us, “Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”
 
True peace through Jesus is a settled peace in 
one’s heart that will dispel fear and doubt. True 
peace can see us through anything that we may 
face in this life. It is a peace that passes all 
understanding (Philippians 4:7). Receive God’s true 
peace from the Prince of Peace, God’s only 
begotten Son.

Blessings,
Charity

Romans15:13 “ May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

Our Services
*You’re invited to join us on Sunday mornings for 
Early Worship Service at 8:30 a.m., Faith Journeys 
classes at 9:45 a.m., and Morning Worship Service 
at 10:45 a.m. Also, join us for Sunday Evening 
Service at 6:00 p.m. and on Wednesday evenings 
starting at 7:30 p.m. for Prayer & Bible Study. 
Please invite a friend to come with you. 


